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At first your editorial "The Philanthropy Shakedown" (Dec. 30) on the efforts by Greenlining
and the Florida Minority Community Reinvestment Coalition with foundations made me
chuckle. But I concluded that your opinion is a derivative of nothing more than ignorance.

We focus on communities of color because we realize that our communities are this country's
future. People of color will be the majority population of all major cities in the next 10 years
(sooner in New York).

The economic distress of minority communities is one of the most pressing issues in the U.S.
The lack of businesses and jobs fuels a crushing cycle of poverty and crippling social
problems, such as drug abuse and crime. The establishment of a sustainable economic base
together with employment opportunities, wealth creation, role models and improved local
infrastructure will enable our communities to better contribute to this country's economic well-
being.

The most effective way to address issues of poverty, crime and education with underserved
communities is through grass-roots organizations. This concept is what Wall Street would call
decentralization. This is done using what we call "Community Access Points," which are
minority organizations that are located in their respective communities. I am proud of every
minority organization leader who is in the trenches every day, working for very little money but
whose work makes this a stronger country, family by family.

Florida and our country are in dire need of leaders with an inclusive vision and the courage to
see it through. I came from California and am a disciple of the late, great Cesar Chavez's
philosophy. At the heart of this philosophy are the following principles: Justice and
righteousness shall be the foundation of our country's throne; rich and poor are all equal; and
communities of color need to be heard and respected.

To call us shakedown artists is comical at the very least. But we will not be intimidated and
will continue our efforts to build a greater country.

Al Piña 
Chair 
Florida Minority Community Reinvestment Coalition 
Tampa, Fla.
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